
step in making their lives a 
little easier.  
   The Rotary Club of Mon-
terey Pacific has embraced 
Los Quinchos Children's 
Orphanage with open hearts 
and a comment to "Making 
Their  Dreams Real." 

  The Rotary Club of Mon-
terey Pacific is building mo-
mentum with their Interna-
tional Project. Over the 
Holiday weekend, February 
11 ï 16, 2009, Terry Low, 
DiAnna Gamecho, Frank 
Giglo and John Mims visited 
Los Quinchos Boys and Girls 
Orphanage in San Marcos, 
Nicaragua. 
   Over the year the club col-
lected donations which filled 
100 backpacks with pur-
chased and donated school 
supplies and candy.  A local 
bank (Union Bank of Cali-
fornia) went as far as donat-
ing 100 water bottles and 
another donation was ear 
marked for ice cream that 
the girls enjoyed on a 
hot Sunday after-
noon. Additional do-
nations were made 
for art supplies and 

stationary for a pen-pal pro-
gram that will continue with 
joy from all the girls.  
   A needs assessment was 
done at the initial arrival and 
shoes for the children were 
top priority.   With money allo-
cated through Rotary Club of 
Monterey Pacific 
fundraising events we 
were able to purchase 
75 pairs of children's 
shoes at the local 
market.  
   The children's 
smiles and hugs 
spoke the universal 
language of gratitude 
and apprecia-
tion. The shoes 
were the first 
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Monterey Pacific Rotary 
Club was thrilled to be rec-
ognized as the óOutstanding 
Organization of the Yearô by 
the Gateway Center of Mon-
terey County at its annual 
awards dinner March 13th.  
The óHooray to Hollywoodô 
theme added to an already 
festive night.  Monterey Pa-
cific Rotarian DiAnna 
Gamecho, dressed as Doro-
thy from the wizard of Oz, 
even won for óBest Costumeô.  
Additionally, Monterey Pa-

cific Rotarian Dennis Appel 
served as the master of cere-
monies.   The Gateway Center 
provides programs to assist 
developmentally delayed 
adults.  Both its residential 
and day program services 
provide a much need service 
to the local community.  For 
the past three year Monterey 
Pacific Rotary Club has put 
on a ópromô for all the Gate-
way Centerôs clients.  All the 
participants dressed up and 
are given a corsage or bou-

tonniere to start the 
evening. The Gate-
way Center provides 
the food and punch 
while the participants enjoy 
dancing with Rotarians and 
Interactors from Seaside 
High School.  Each partici-
pant also received a gift bag 
with many fun items to take 
home.  Monterey Pacific Ro-
tary looks forward to continu-
ing its relationship with the 
Gateway Center for many 
years to come. 

 Weðre an Outstanding Organization!  
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We Made The 
Connection!    T.A.S.K 

and Nicaragua are now con-
nected.  

    The original theme of 
ñBridging Two Schoolsò in-
stantly changed to 
ñConnecting Two Heartsò 
when I stepped through the 
gates of the Los Quinchos 
Boys and Girls Orphanage in 
San Marcos, Nicaragua. 
    Our girls, here in the 
lunchtime Club, T.A.S.K.
(Together Achieving Suc-
cessful Kindness)  sent pen-
pal letters which were gra-
ciously received and letters 
were returned from the girls 
there.  It was a gift in itself 
for me to be the liaison be-
tween two heartsé. 
    I went with my club, Mon-
terey Pacific Rotary, who has 
endorsed our T.A.S.K club 
and together we made a dif-
ference and a connection.  

Along with the pen-pal let-
ters, the girls of Los Quin-
chos added to the PEACE 
QUILT started by Moria 
Mahr.  Now there are three 
countries joined together.   
ñAn Open Heart Quiltò is 
now in circulation and our 
T.A.S.K. club and Los Quin-
chos has connected many 
hearts. 
    The joy I saw in my girls 
writing the letters, their girls 
receiving and returning let-
ters was a priceless experi-
ence.  Linda Gouletôs Home 
Ec. Classes helped us make 
100 ñfriendship braceletsò 
that we gave to the boys and 
girls. You would have 
thought we gave them the 
world!  Don Mothershead 
kindly donated old soccer 
jerseys and shorts that lit up 
the faces of many little boys 
and the directors.  In part-
nership with the Monterey 
Pacific Rotary, the children 

all received a pen-pal, new 
shoes, back packs with sup-
plies, candy and ice 
creamé.. Something so little 
made a huge impact and a 
heart connection for life.  
The childrenôs smiles and 
hugs spoke the universal 
language of gratitude, ap-
preciation, and love. They 
say it takes twelve hugs a 
day to survive and our team 
received an abundance eve-
ryday. We will survive so we 
can return the love to them 
yearly with a trip back.  Yes, 
I will be returning!     If 
every child in America had 
the opportunity to visit Los 
Quinchos to share a smile 
with a child there, life and 
love would take on a whole 
new meaning! 
    To view pictures or hear 
stories of the trip, I invite 
you to ñconnectò with me 
here at the Middle School. 

involved in community ser-
vice and in helping other 
fellow students.  With the 
assistance of Ms. Davis, we 
are in the beginning stages 
of forming a Youth Act Club 
at Martin Luther King Jr. 
School with 8th graders.  
Laura Davis has agreed to 
help and work with the 
youth as they explore oppor-
tunities to help others.  The 
club currently meets at the 
lunch hour on alternate 
Tuesdays in Ms. Davisô 
room.  If you are interested 
in reaching out to youth and 
sharing Rotary, please con-
tact Carolyn Harris!  

Never heard of Youth Act?  
Itôs similar to Interact only 
at the Middle School or 
Junior High School levels.  
Youth Act provides those 
students with opportuni-
ties to learn about Rotary 
values and service to oth-
ers.  On February 13th, 
Geoff Cook and myself 
were fortunate enough to 
share with a group of 8th 
graders at Martin Luther 
King Jr. School about Ro-
tary and Interact.  Their 
teacher, Octavia Davis, 
knew about Rotary and 
has encouraged her 8th 
grade students to become  
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By: DiAnna L. Gamecho 

Rotarians from our 

February 2009 Adopt

-A-Trail Cleanup.  

Thank you for the 

great work!  

Geoff Cooks talks with the 

kids at Martin Luther King 

Elementary School about 

Rotary and Interact.  If you 

want to get involved, con-

tact President Carolyn Har-

ris!  

Youth ActYouth ActYouth Act    

We bid a fond farewell to 

Michelle Hayes, who is 

moving to Maryland with 

her husband in May.  
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last meeting with us, and 

we are sad to see her go.   

We hope she finds a new 

Rotary club soon!  

Send us postcards from 

your travels Michelle!  

 


